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2021/22 Programmes  
Including the launch of the new QUEST pre-incubator 
programme for Quantum, Engineering and Scientific 
Technologies. 
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About QUEST 

Utilising the experience gained over 
their highly successful enterprise 
fellowship programme, the Quantum 
Technology Enterprise Centre (QTEC) 
is delighted to announce their new 
programmes for 2021/22 which 
have been designed for the 
development of new deep 
technology companies utilising 
quantum, engineering and 
scientific research. 

QTEC will continue to support 
researchers through their ‘Start 
Something’ programmes which are a 
series of inspirational ‘how to’ 
sessions focusing on impact outside 
of publication. In addition, QTEC is 
launching their new pre-incubator 
programme QUEST. 

 

The ‘Start Something’ sessions have 
been designed to show the value of 
innovation and entrepreneurship, 
inspiring researchers to consider 
commercialisation of research and 
allowing them to explore their 
technology ideas through several 
different programmes including an 
entrepreneurial bootcamp. 

QUEST is a cutting edge 6-month pre-
incubator programme designed to be 
the next step along the entrepreneurial 
journey. This programme has been 
designed to take academically minded 
individuals with a novel idea for a deep 
technology business and give them the 
tools and support needed to become 
an investment ready business. 

 

About QUEST 

 The QTEC Programme gave me the critical time to start 
the business … and supported me on the journey from 

post-doc engineer to start-up founder. 
 

EVANGELOS ZYMPELOUDIS, QTEC COHORT 3 – 2018/19 
CEO & COFOUNDER OF ICOMAT 
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Start Something 

Such sessions include: 

Benchtop to Business: A series of short 
talks by local entrepreneurs designed to 
inspire and teach the ‘how to’ of starting a 
business and to link attendees with the 
entrepreneurial community. 

Catalyst: One or two-day workshop aimed at 
helping PhD and early-stage researchers to 
explore how their skill sets and ideas can be 
developed beyond direct research and 
publication.  

Launchpad: A boot camp designed to take 
an applicant with an idea or IP from 
discovering market potential through to 
developing an investor pitch. The 
bootcamp takes place over 1-week if in 
person or 2-weeks if ran virtually.  

Our ‘Start Something’ sessions have been 
designed to be entrepreneurial 
inspirational and ‘how to’ courses 
providing information, knowledge and 
networks to researchers that want to 
create a start-up.  

The starting point is a range of 
engagement events showing the value of 
innovation and entrepreneurship.  

These sessions range from half day 
discovery sessions to help the researchers 
to understand what entrepreneurship is and 
how new businesses are created, to a 
bootcamp to trial and prepare business 
ideas for the commercial environment.  
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  The QUEST Programme 

The next two months, 
teach the core business 
knowledge to develop an 
investable business plan 
which details the 
financial, technology, 
communications and 
recruitment strategy to 
realise their business 
idea. 

Deep-tech businesses   
generally need investment 
to develop the technology 
into a viable product 
and/or service. Over the 
next month, companies 
will use the knowledge 
gained to make their 
business investor ready, 
before they are given the 
opportunity to pitch at our 
Investor Showcase. 

Month 1 – 2: 
Technology Roadmaps, 
Markets, Customers and 

Business Models 

Month 3-4:   
Marketing, Selling, 
Finance & Investor 

Readiness 
 

Month 5: 
Raising Capital & 

Building the Business 

Month 6:  
Launching the 

Business 

The first two months 
explores the journey into 
entrepreneurship and 
instils tools and  
techniques to adapt  
to the entrepreneurial 
lifestyle and how to  
create a vehicle to  
drive a technology  
to market. 

 

The final part of the 
programme is self-managed 
for individuals to focus on 
becoming sustainable by 
obtaining real commercial 
contracts, building their 
team and expanding their 
network and working 
towards becoming an 
investor funded technology 
business. 

Our core offering is QUEST, our 6-month pre-
incubator programme which builds upon the 
knowledge gained by the QTEC team on how 
to train and support academically-minded 
individuals with how to develop businesses 
for early stage, seed investment.  

It includes core training modules delivered 
through a blend of online and in person 
training, one to one mentoring with their own 
experienced business mentor and monthly 
reviews and goal setting sessions from our 
entrepreneurs in residence which allows us 
to track and manage their progress on the 
programme. 

 

Unlike other pre-incubator programmes, the 
QUEST programme does not take equity in 
the businesses created. In addition, it is 
practitioner-led with modules delivered by 
experts who have developed their own 
technology companies including cofounders 
of ARM Ltd and CSR PLC. 

Access to these speakers provides attendees 
with additional external supporters who can 
offer their advice on developing their 
businesses and raising investment. 

The structure of QUEST is as follows: 

 

 

 

Bespoke Packages 

In addition to the programmes enclosed, 
QTEC has a diverse network of expert 
trainers from business experts to lecturers 
from the University of Bristol allowing us to 
build a bespoke training package based on 
our customer’s needs. 

We can cover almost all academic disciplines 
from synthetic biology to quantum 
technologies as well as providing training for 
specific business sectors.  

The team at QTEC also have a wealth of 
experience in creating and managing 
Academic, Industrial and Investor 
engagement events and can support our 
customer’s to build, market and run events 
which allows them to draw in a wider 
network and meet their objectives. 

If a bespoke package is of interest to you, 
please contact us at: 

qtec-enquiries@bristol.ac.uk 

mailto:qtec-enquiries@bristol.ac.uk
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Who Would Benefit?  

The new QUEST programme is based upon the 
QTEC programme which, since 2016 has supported 
the creation of 28 active companies with a 
combined valuation of over £120 million, who have 
raised over £56 million in equity, grant and revenues 
and created over 170 new highly skilled jobs within 
the UK. 

The QTEC team has particular experience of 
supporting those who are more academically 
minded and are currently doing research in either 
Higher Education Institutions, Research Institutions 
and other Technology Companies. 

The types of individuals and institutions we can 
support include: 

 

 
Higher Education 

Institutions 
• Undergraduate or 

Postgraduate Students 
• PhD Students 
• Researchers & 

Academics 
• Technology Transfer 

Offices 

 
Other Research 

Institutions 
• Researchers / Engineers 
• Technicians 
• Students 
• National Research 

Facilities 
• Catapults 

 

 

  Without this programme, I don’t think I’d be in this role 
today…The support system and the training I received throughout 
the year was instrumental in pushing me forward and helping me 
to go beyond my comfort zone - helping me to pursue my passion 

and my dreams.  
 

NECIAH DORH, COHORT 1 - 2016/17 
CEO & COFOUNDER OF FLUORETIQ 
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Contact Us 
QTEC is striving to support developing academics into entrepreneurs.  

We would be happy to work with you on bringing you a programme that fulfils 
your requirements.  

  Get in touch for more information. 

QTEC, 1 Cathedral Square, Trinity Street, 
College Green, Bristol, BS1 5DD 

 

 

 

 

+44 (0)7811 993690 

qtec-enquiries@bristol.ac.uk 

http://www.qtecbristol.com/quest  

@qtecbristol 

mailto:qtec-enquiries@bristol.ac.uk
http://www.qtecbristol.com/quest
http://www.twitter.com/qtecbristol

